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1. A RUNNING DEBATE ON FREEDOM OE EXPRESSION, AS SEEN BY THE 
INDEPENDENT PRESS AND THE PRO-GOVERNMENT DAILIES, CONTINUED 
IN LIMA JULY 23 WITH FAMILY OWNED EL COMERCIO AND CONSERVATIVE 
LA PRENSA HEATING UP THEIR EDITORIAL OPPOSITION TO MEDIA 
STRUCTURAL CHANGES WHILE GOVERNMENT-OWNED LA NUEVA CRONICA AND 
PRO-GOVERNMENT, COOPERATIVELY-OWNED EXPRESO ASSAILED INDEPDENT 
DAILIES AS VESTIGES OE THE OLIGARCHY AND CALLED EOR "COMMUNICA- 
TIONS MEDIA OF THE PEOPLE." 

2. EL COMERCIO RAN A FRONT PAGE LISTING OE MONTHLY REPORTS 
PREVIOUSLY CARRID IN ITS PAGES. EL COMERCIO CALLED THE LISTING 

A PROOF OF ITS SUPPORT FOR "CAMPAIGNS OF NATIONALISTIC CHARACTER" 
AND EMPHASIZED "EL COMERCIO DOESN'T CHANGE NOR HAS IT CHANGED 
ITS ATTITUDE THROUGH THE YEARS OF THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT." 
IN EDITORIAL TITLED "HISTORIC RESPONSIBILITY " IT WARNED THAT 
"THE FUTURE OF THE COUNTRY WILL DEPEND ON MEASURES ADOPTED TODAY 
IN THE COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA." IT CHARGES THAT ANY "STATUS 
ALTERATION ' OF THE INDEPENDENT PRESS ORGANS WOULD BE "NOT ONLY 
AN UNJUST MOVE, BUT . . . WOULD BE AN ATTEMPT AGAINST PRESENT 
LAWS THAT GUARANTEE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION; WOULD PREJUDICE 
PERUVIAN PRESTIGE ABROAD AND WOULD MEAN A GRAVE HISTORIC 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 LIMA 06030 241413Z 

RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES." 


Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


3. GOVERNMENT-OWNED LA NUEVA CRONICA BLASTED EL COMERCIO 
SPECIFICALLY IN 72-POINT BOLD-FACE PAGE ONE BANNER SAYING "EL 
COMERCIO AGAINST PERU FOR INTERESTS OF ONE FAMILY." SUB-HEADS 
SAY: "DOESN'T HAVE MORAL AUTHORITY TO SPEAK IN NAME OF PUBLIC 
OPINION " AND "ATTACKS GOVERNMENT BECAUSE IT AFFECTS INTERESTS 
OF EXPLOITING OLIGARCHY." INSIDE PAGES HAVE THREE ARTICLES AND 
ONE DAILY COLUMN ATTACKING EL COMERCIO'S POSITION. ONE ARTICLE 
LISTS EL COMERCIO STOCKHOLDERS AND SHOWS MIRO QUESADA FAMILY 
AS MAJOR STOCK HOLDERS OF 47 MILLION SOLES STOCK. ANOTHER ARTICLE 
CRITICIZES EL COMERCIO'S PUBLICATION JULY 22 OF A LETTER 
PRESIDENT VELASCO WROTE IN 1969 TO CONGRATULATE EL COMERCIO 

ON ITS BOTH ANNIVERSARY AND TO LAUD ITS CAMPAIGN AGAINST 
INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM COMPANY. THE CRITICISM POINTS OUT THAT 
VELASCO'S 1969 LETTER "WAS WRITTEN BEFORE CERTAIN EVENTS NOW WELL 
KNOWN TOOK PLACE" AND THAT IT DOES NOT PUT IN BALANCE PRESENT 
"DEEPLY NEGATIVE ASPECTS" OF THE NEWSPAPER. IT ADDS THAT LETTER 
WAS WRITTEN BEFORE EL COMERCIO BEGAIN ATTACKING AGRARIAN REFORM 
LAW AND BEFORE LAW OF FREEDOM OF THE PRESS WENT INTO EFFECT. 
COLUMNIST ISMAEL FRIAS CHARGES EL COMERCIO DEFENDS FAMILY 
OWNERSHIP AND NOT FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION. 

4. CONSERVATIVE LA PRENSA HAS EDITORIAL ENTITLED "REDS WANT 
SILENCE". IT SAYS MEDIA CHANGES ARE FAVORED BY COMMUNIST 
JOURNALISTS BECAUSE (1) COMMUNISM DISREGARDS PRIVATE PROPERTY 
AND (2) FREE PRESS HAS ALWAYS DENOUNCED FAILURES OF COMMUNISM. 

IT CONCLUDES: "THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF THE ARMED FORCES 
WILL KNOW, UNDOUBTEDLY, HOW TO EVALUATE THE SYSTEMATIC COMMUNIST 
AND PRO-COMMUNIST ATTACK AGAINST THE FREE PRESS." 

5. EXPRESO WRITER CARLOS ORTEGA PUBLISHES THIRD IN SERIES OF 
ARTICLES DISCUSSING A "NATIONAL POLICY OF SOCIAL COMMUNICATION", 
WHICH HE SAYS IS BASED ON A SEMINAR ON SCIENCE OF COMMUNICATION 
HELD IN QUITO UNDER UNESCO SPONSORSHIP RECENTLY. HIS ARTICLE 
DEALS WITH MEDIA OWNERSHIP BY ECONOMIC SECTORS. 
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